Lesson 11 Notes

(Carving inserts and inserting them)

Wood choices can vary when doing inserts.   Dogwood is what Pat Godin uses for his because of its ability to be carved extremely thin and remain very strong.  It also handles texturing quite well.   Dogwood does not have to be used though.  Any scrap pieces of Tupelo or Basswood can be used as well.  For my demo, I used dogwood, but for my final set of primaries, I’m using basswood.

Start out by slowly removing wood from under the tertials on the upper wing (the wing whose primaries will lie on top of the opposite wing).  Cutout a scrap piece of cardboard in the approximate shape of the primaries you will be inserting (in my lesson I used wood, but using cardboard is another easy method to get things right before making an insert).  This will aid when in comes to making your primaries for the curvature, size and shape.  As you remove wood, constantly check to see where your inserts are lying.  REMEMBER, you will want these inserts to flow towards approximately the middle of the side pocket.  Take careful note to the shape of the primaries as well (reference the pattern).

For digging out the wood under the tertials, you will want to use a long pointed (tapered) bit for the majority of the work.  This will allow you to remove more wood towards the tip of the tertials and less underneath them.  Start from the top, just under your tertials, and work down.  Once I’ve dug out as much wood as I can with the pointed bit, if I don’t feel I’ve dug in far enough, I will pull out the flat or very slightly curved gouges that allow me to reach under further.  You do not want to see the ends of your inserts underneath the tertials, you want them to simply look like they keep on going.  

Feathers are thin.  Your tertials can be 1/8  – ¼ inch thick on the interior, but if they have a razors edge they will appear very thin.  Keep this in mind when removing the wood.  The tertials are cupped - making what I mentioned above, very easy to accomplish.

Towards the centre of the bird, taper the tertials towards the body (the birds back).  This will aid in making the primaries look like they keep going underneath the tertials.

After you’ve dug out the wood for inserting your inserts, you can take your cardboard cutout and trace that on a piece of wood, then carve out your inserts – matching its shape and curvature.

Now that you’ve ‘dry-fitted’ your upper wing insert, you can start digging out the lower wing in the same was as above.  

When finished, the outside edge of the primaries, should fall lower than the inside edge of them.  Closer to the tips of the primaries, they should cross.  

The quills of the primaries are located closer to the outside edge of them as well.

