Lesson 13

Graham started off by reminding everyone that superglue is a good tool to protect sensitive areas like the tooth of the bill, the tail feathers, and the primary inserts. Use the runny liquid NOT the gel. Be careful not to burn it afterward as it produces a toxic gas. He bought his at Home Hardware. There is a cheaper 4-pack at the Dollar Store.

He used a cone shaped, diamond bit to create lines behind the eyes to create puffiness. Figure 1 shows the drawing of the lines. They come out of the centre of the eye. One sweeps up and the other (shorter) sweeps down. They disappear into “nothingness”. Make sure to smooth with sandpaper. Figure 2 shows the result before sanding.

He then worked on the “teeth” of the upper mandible. He started with a pin-like thumbtack and created small holes about 1 mm. apart. See Figure 3. He then uses a pointed diamond bit to enlarge the holes. See Figure 4.

The first stage in the setting of the eyes is to use a long rod to insure they are level from the top and the front view. He used a paint brush, but reminded people that it is beveled and you must compensate. I used a round brass rod that is used for feet and branches to get a truer level. The eyes are 8 mm. Make sure the hole is big enough to take the eye. He used a green plasterscene (sic) to hold the eyes in place to make sure that they are ready for the next step. Note that the eye is looking in toward the beak and so is a slight angle. You can use “sculpy” for this. Some people expressed the idea that they use “sculpy” to set the eye in place and hold it in place with the two-part epoxy. See figures 

