Lesson 15 - Painting the basecoats.

There are no pictures as this was very straight-forward and did not show up well when photographed.

Graham used white gesso on all of the bird. He did this because he did not have any black gesso.
He did use a black gesso around the eye so that it would be easier to clean up. He painted a very thin coat of gesso on the bill.
He used 2 coats to cover all.
Since he did not have black gesso he used Carbon Black for the dark part of the head.

If you use black gesso be very careful to leave the lowest row of scapulars for white gesso.

Graham’s first coat is the basecoat. This is the intermediate (middle) value. The shadows will be darker and the highlights lighter He puts on one coat of the basecoat only.

White patch around eye and on head, side pockets, under tail coverts, upper tail coverts, breast are all base coated with a mixture of Titanium White with a touch (5%) of Raw Umber. This produces a brownish/grayish white.

The tail (both sides) is base coated with a mixture of Titanium White plus a touch of Raw Umber and Carbon Black. He found this might produce a value that was too blue, so he added some Burnt Umber to “warm” it up.

The scapulars (remember not to do the lowest row in anything but the whitish basecoat) are done with a 50-50 mixture of Raw Umber and Carbon Black.

He used straight Carbon Black to the dark part of the head.
Look at your reference material and realize/see that there is a white ring (about 6 mm.) around the neck.



