Lesson 17 Painting3

Last week Graham gave the following instructions for the tail:
He made a darker value of the same colour using Titanium White 75% and Raw Umber 25%. He will use this on the outside edge of every feather. He used an airbrush for this. Painters using a brush MUST make sure to use a very thin wash and NOT apply a thick coat.
He used Titanium White 90% and Raw Umber 10% to do the inside half of each feather.

This needs to be modified. Since the intermediate/Basecoat value is The tail (both sides) is base coated with a mixture of Titanium White (85%) Raw Umber (8%), Carbon Black (2%) plus Burnt Umber (5%). The shadow (outside edges) needs to be darker. This means decrease the Raw Umber and Increase the Carbon Black. To lighten the value use Titanium White 74% plus Raw Umber 25% plus Carbon Black 1%.

Tonight he worked on the black parts of the bird (scapulars, tertials, secondaries and primaries). 

He used a mixture of Raw Umber 90 % and Titanium White 10%. This is the highlight or lighter value. This mix must be very “watery”. He used a regular brush to put a little on the feather moving from the quill to the edge. He then used a “blending brush” to dab at the applied colour so that is not to stark. He then used a very watery Ultramarine Blue on the edges to darken them. You could use Dioxazine Purple to create the same effect. See pictures “Highlight Scaps” and “Scaps 1” for effect.

The primaries have an edging of Raw Umber 90 % and Titanium White 10, much like the edging of the tail. You must have a watery paint and may need a couple of coats.

The lines are created with Ivory Black. The shorter line is created by painting the tips of the row of feathers on the outer scapulars. Paint the edge of each feather individually. Do not just paint a line. See picture “BlLine1” for the placing of this line. The longer line is created by painting the tips of the feathers on the top row of the side pockets closest to the scapulars. See “BlLine2” for the result.

In the upper left corner of picture “BlLine2” you will see he has started the process of creating a transition between the white and the black by bring whispy lines down into the white. Similar lines will also be taken up into the black using the white basecoat (Titanium White 95%with Raw Umber 5%).


