Lesson 18 Painting 4

Today Graham worked on the side pockets and the back of the head (crest/ridge).

He made a mixture of Titanium White 90% and Raw Umber 10%. He added just the smallest amount of Carbon Black. He added no more than the end of the tip of a brush. Be very careful NOT to add too much as it is very easy to add too much.

He used an air-brush. You should use a very thin wash. Do this in layers to build up the layered look. 
He first did the base of each feather. He then did the lower half of each feather. Figure “shade side” should give an idea of what to do. See the effect on his bird with Figure “Side Pockets”.

He used the same mixture to paint each side of the crest at the back of the head. Use a wash and thin strokes out from the centre of the crest. Do not go more than a couple of mm. He also used this mixture to darken the white indent behind the eye using a wash and long thin strokes. See Figure “Head Crest”.

He then made a mixture of Titanium White 99% and Yellow Oxide 1%. Again be very careful and NOT add too much Yellow Oxide. He added no more than the end of the tip of a brush. It was discussed that one could use Jo Sonja Warm White, but the above mixture is what Pat Godin used in his demo.

The mixture was used on the tips of all the feathers. This will give each feather three values, the base coat and the 2 mentioned above.

He used the mixture with Yellow Oxide above to create long streaks on the side of the crest moving to the front of the head.

The quills should be done with straight Titanium White. Darken the first mixture ever so slightly to do the splits.

On the breast he used the darker mixture with a little change (Titanium White 95% and Raw Umber 5% wit the smallest amount of Carbon Black) on the bases of the feather and the lighter mixture of pure Titanium White on the tips. “The overall look will be a slightly whiter feather than the side pocket feathers.”

