Lesson 20 - Floating the Bird

He has sealed the base with 5 coats of Deft.

Graham uses a lead free solder that he buys from Canadian Tire. He uses this to avoid the lead fumes when melting the solder.

He has a block of wood into which he has drilled a couple of holes about the size of a quarter (24 mm diameter). The holes are ½-3/4 inches (12-19 mm) deep.

He uses a torch to melt the solder into a hole, to a depth of 3-7 mm (1/8-1/4 inch). Once it has cooled he removes it from the hole. You now have a disk of hardened solder.

 If the head is forward facing he starts the weight on the back half of the bird in the middle. He uses duct tape to hold the weight on the bottom for testing in a tank (i.e. kitchen sink). The tail should just rest on the water. It should not be submerged. The tail can rest a little bit above the water. Move the weight until the desired effect is achieved.

Once the correct spot has been located use a forstner bit (the same one used to drill holes in your block for melted solder) to create a hole in the base of the duck. The hole should be deep enough for the disk and a ¼ inch (7 mm) “cork”. The cork is made from tupelo. The cork should be “tapered so it fits tightly. He likes to find a piece where the grains match. Use a waterproof glue and when dried seal it with deft (5 coats) again

I have include pictures of Graham’s bird so you can see what he has done on the head and side pockets.


