Lesson 6

Tonight we worked on the bill of the bird.

Make sure the side and top views match the sizes of the pattern. See lesson 4 to see how this process was started.

The first step is to find the spot where the lower mandible goes under the upper mandible. You can see this on your pattern. Put a line on the underside of the bill. This spot is 15 mm. from the tip of the bill. See Figure 1.

Draw the separation line of the upper and lower mandible. Use your pattern to get the proper placement of the line. Graham uses a fine pointed diamond carver with some meat to achieve the desired results. See Figure 2 for the type of bit. Note also from the picture that he is creating a “groove”. This technique will be used on the bottom of the bill. Figure 2a shows the final result.

Draw the lines on the bottom of the bill. See Figure 3 for a diagram drawn by Graham. See Figure 3a for an example from another book. These will give you an idea of the pattern that needs to be drawn. Figure 4 shows the finished drawing.

Use the diamond bit described above and in Figure 2 to create a series of “grooves” in the drawn lines. See Figure 5 for the final result.

The next step is to create the pinch in the top of the bill close to the famous “v”. Figure 6 shows the type of bit to use and the technique of “rounding”. On the top of the bill is a “flat spot” This id created by extending the “v”. Measure 14 mm from the widest end of the “v”. Figure 7 shows what this should look like. Continue rounding down and around to the front of the bill. Figure 8 shows the result.

Figure 8 also shows the next step. This is the creation of the nostril. Make sure of the correct measurements. From the centre of the nostril to the edge of the upper mandible is 15 mm. From the centre of the nostril to the centre of the eye is 30 mm. Make sure to have the correct distance between the nostrils. From the outside of each nostril is a distance of 11 mm. Using a fine bit relieve the lower side of the nostril.

Draw on the “nail” at the front of the bill and the line that extends back from the nail. This shows well on the pattern. Graham used a cylinder bit to remove wood around the nail and under the line. See Figure 8 for the final result.

The second page of this document is a picture of the Bufflehead bill, three different views. This is from a book titled The New Bruce Burk Game Bird Carving (3rd Edition). It is highly recommended by Graham. I, too, have looked at it and will be purchasing it as soon as possible. There are 2 copies in our library. There is much good reference material on the buffle head as well as other birds.
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