Lesson 8

Last week the head was tacked to the body in the position you wanted.

Today Graham showed how to shape around the head.

The first step is to identify the wrist region. Not really understanding this I asked Graham to explain and he sent the following to me. “The reference to the wrist on the Bufflehead was to show where the folded wing would lie under the side pocket feathers.  Where the wrist is, pushes the feathers out and in front of this point there is a depression.  That depression can be also found by following the cape line, curving it downward as it runs along the outside edge of the wrist.”
The next step calls for you to continue the line from the cape down onto the front of the bird. See Figure 1. Make sure to do both sides to check for symmetry.

Follow out from the cape down the front to create a groove. See Figures 2 and 3 to see this for each side.

Round out the “squareness” of this groove toward the side pockets and the breast. Figure 4 shows this being done.

Figure 5 shows the result on the left side. You can see the right side has not been done. You are expected to have this finished for next week.
