Lesson 9

Figures 1 and 2 refer back to lesson 8 to show the wrist area and the depression that is supposed to be above the wrist.

In this lesson Graham showed how to carve the tail.

There are 16 tail feathers. His pattern only shows 14, but there is enough room to do 16. The largest tail feather should be a little off-centre. You can see the tips of 9-11 of the individual feathers.

Draw on the top feathers. Note that the pattern seems to show that the feathers curve into the body. When you carve the feathers you want a flat line that goes into the upper coverts. In the middle area the quills go straight up the centre but as you draw the outside feathers, realize that the quills move a little to the outside. Draw the top feathers. Note with Figure 3 that Graham has 7 showing on each side. He decided after the drawing that there should be 8 on each side.

Draw on the feathers on the bottom view. See Figure 4 for the starting process. Figure 5 shows the feathers under the tail on a bird loaned to the Club by Jeff Krete. You can see that the quills are more to the outside edge. Figure 6 shows the top view for reference.

When carving the top feathers he starts on the outside. He does the top outside then flips and does the bottom feathers to match. Do not be afraid to go thin and make sure the feather goes straight into the bird. Keep the thickness to about 4 mm. You can work back and forth between the top and the bottom to keep thickness even. The “ledge” between feathers is about 1 mm. Figures 7 and 8 show the startin of the process on the top and them the bottom.

